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What’s on Calendar
May 6th and 20th Night Dive

7th Compressor Rota: Rob Gericke
10th BANsac Committee Meeting
14th Compressor Rota: Mike White

15th to 17th Dive Fest - Pentewan Sands Holiday Park - Robert Gericke
21st Compressor Rota: Dave Singleton
27th Swanage Pier (Costal Dash) – Shaun West
28th Compressor Rota: Jeff Carvell

June 1st BANsac Committee Meeting
3rd and 17th Night Dive

4th Compressor Rota: Graham Barber
TBC Wreck Appreciation Course – Dave White 

11th Compressor Rota: Axl West
W/C 13th Gozo Dive trip – Dave White

18th Compressor Rota: Dave Merry
20th Peoples Park Community Day
25th Compressor Rota: Clare Barber

July 1st and 15th Night Dive
2nd Compressor Rota: Duane Knight
6th BANsac Committee Meeting
9th Compressor Rota: Doug McLennan

16th Compressor Rota: Dave White
23rd Compressor Rota: Ian McLennan

25th to 31st Malta Dive Trip – Shaun West
30th Compressor Rota: Ken McDougal

August 3rd BANsac Committee Meeting
5th and 19th Night Dive

6th Compressor Rota: Brian Harris
13th Compressor Rota: Paul Crooks
20th Compressor Rota: Martin Cook
27th Compressor Rota: Shaun West
TBC Farn Island Trip - Robert Gericke

September 2nd and 16th Night Dive
7th BANsac Committee Meeting

12th to 13th West Wales - Dave White
October 5th and 21st BANsac Committee Meeting

7th Night Dive
W/C 10th Whirlwind - Northern Wrecks of the Red Sea – Rob Allen

14th to 21st Sea Serpent - Northern Wrecks of the Red Sea – Robert Gericke
24th to 25th DIVE 2009 NEC Birmingham 

29th Annual General Meeting
November 2nd BANsac Committee Meeting

4th and 18th Night Dive
5th Deadline for BANsac photo competition digital submissions – More Details to follow

12th BANsac Annual Photo Competition
28th Dinner Dance 2009
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In This Issue:

o Red Nose Thursday
o Chesil Beach Coastal Dash
o Dive Leader and 02 Admin
o Go Karting – By Clare Barber
o Who Is – Your Equipment Officer
o Compressor Rota
o Name that fish - Charlotte Boan
o I’ll Name That Fish – Shaun West
o Boat Officer / Boathouse Deep Clean

Red Nose For Charity

In this months edition we have details of the 
concerted effort saw Banbury Sub Aqua Club managed 
to raise £100 for comic relief back in March a write-
up on the costal dash to Chesil Beach and the results 
of the Club Karting tournament.

All this combined with an easy to use guide on fish 
identification for those of you that don’t have 
underwater cameras and failing memories.

There has been another change in Banbury’s 
committee; full details of the change in the position of 
Boat Officer are in this month’s edition.

Keep those skills going, this month we have more club 
members progressing their diving qualifications – what 
have you done recently? Is it time you contacted Clare 
(pooltraining@bansac.org) and arranged a course

Safe Diving Editor Shaun West

Remember to send me your diving related articles or 
points of discussion for next month’s edition. Without 

your input there would be no .

Red Nose Day 

By Shaun West

Thanks to Clare for organising the Red Nose events, 
unfortunately she was too ill that Thursday to see the results 
of her organisational efforts.

With combinations of selling sweet marshmallow and rice 
crispy Red Nose Men, a raffle and general donations we 
managed to raise, a not too bad, £100 for comic relief. Had it 
not been for us the total raised by Comic Relief this year 

would only have been 65,699,750.

While I tried to convince people 
coming in to exercise and lose 
weight they really wanted to 
donate money to Comic Relief in 
exchange for a Red Nose Man of 
around 1 million calories… 
turned out to be easier than you 
would think!

We also managed to get a group 
photo under water with the club 
banner, but unfortunately, and I 
would imagine due to the lack of 
cuddly puppies or kittens in the 
photo, we did not manage to get any 
press coverage from the event but I 
think this is a minor point to what we 
achieved.

Photo by Dave White

Photo by Dave White

Photo by Dave White
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Chesil Beach

By Shaun West

What can I say? I have 
dived Chesil beach 
many times over the 
years from my open 
water training in the 
late seventies to 
helping lug the clubs 
self-assemble boats 
over the beach in the 
eighties through to 
charter boats in more 
recent years and I have 
never seen it looking 

as good as it did on that Saturday in March. 
Mirror smooth is the best description I have and this combined 
with fantastic weather made an unbelievable day dash. 
Seven divers and several family members made the trip down 
to the coast and enjoyed two truly great British dives.

Photo by Rob Gericke

Rob and Dave managed to find what appeared to be a Armed 
Bullhead (Also known as a "Hook-nose” or “Pogge"). A check 
on the normal distribution on “Marlin” says there is nothing 
recorded for Weymouth / Portland so the poor little thing must 
have been lost.

Photo by Dave White

The Armed Bullhead is a very distinctive and easily recognised 
fish. Instead of being covered in scales the body is covered in 
hard, bony plates and is only flexible to a limited degree. There 
is a strong spine on each gill cover and a pair of hooked spines 
on the pointed snout. Perhaps the most characteristic feature of 
the Armed Bullhead are the numerous short barbels on the 
underside of the head. These barbels help the fish locate food 
e.g. small crustaceans and other bottom-living invertebrates. 
The coloration is usually dark greyish-brown with four or five 
darker saddles across the back and the underside is creamy-

white. In the breeding season the pectoral fins are tinged with 
orange. Adult fish can grow to 20cm in length although most 

are between 10-15cm.

The Armed Bullhead is most 
frequently encountered on sandy or 
muddy seabed’s at depths between 
20 to several hundred metres. 
It feeds on bottom-living 
invertebrates especially small 
crustaceans, worms, molluscs and 
brittle-stars

Article By Shaun West

Go-Karting

Article by Clare Barber
Photos by Dave Singleton

Saturday 4th April saw the club head down to Lemington to 
Mr karting for a fun afternoon of bumps, high speeds and 
some friendly competition! We arrived at 12:30 and after 
getting into our not so flattering blue suits and helmets we 
were given a safety briefing. We were all given kart numbers 
and I was number 13 unlucky for some!!! Thirteen of us were 
driving and the mini grand prix was set up with 13 heats and 
a final, this allowed all of us to race in five heats and to start 
in poll position once! The karts seemed extremely fast and 
the track very windy! 

Photo by Dave Singleton

After the first heat I was already aching in my arms and 
hands! There was plenty of shoving and bumping as we all 
raced round the track five times each heat hoping to catch that 
person in front! TV's were positioned around the track so the 
spectators could see the current leader of the grand prix 
(based on a points system), who was winning the current 
race, the fastest lap times, who was driving next and who was 
in which kart! After each race we would run into the waiting 
area to see who was winning! 
At the end only six of us raced in the final race and the 
winner received a bottle of champagne and a trophy with a 
trophy for the second and third places! A brilliant day was 
had by all and definitely a rematch to be had next year!!! 

Photo by Clare Barber

Photo by Rob Gericke
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These were the results...

13th Claire Wilkowski
12th Adele Mansell
11th Dave Singleton
10th Michael White
9th Brian Crockett
8th Ben Stanley
7th Graham Barber
6th Mike Singleton
5th Rob Gericke
4th Duane Knight
3rd Dave White
2nd Dave Spencer
1st 

Clare Barber

Fastest times as follows 

1st 

Duane Knight 0.20.07
2nd Clare Barber 0.20.43
3rd Mike Singleton 0.20.47
4th David White 0.20.48
5th David Spencer 0.20.55

Thanks to Brian for arranging one of the best club social events 
of the year so far (and I'm not just saying that because I 
won!!!!!!!!!!!)

Photo by Dave Singleton

Your Committee
2008-09:

Equipment Officer

Who is Duane Knight?

I first experienced scuba diving in Gozo 
where I gained my Novice qualification 
back in 1991, having enjoyed the 
experience I looked to join a BSAC club 
back home and visited both Oxford and 
Banbury branches, it was during my visit 

to Banbury club that I (had my arm twisted) was greeted by 
Dave Singleton and have never looked back since……!
My first UK dive was at Dosthill and over the years I have 
aspired to Advance diver and attended various skill 
development courses which I thoroughly recommend as it is 
my experience that the training given and opportunity to 
participate is far and above what you receive in other 
organisations.
My diving has mainly been around the UK coastline on day 
boats and live aboards but my preference is for the freedom 
of the club rib which has proven to be very adventurous over 
the years most of which will have been recorded in previous 

’s! 
I have returned to Gozo once to enjoy the ease of blue water 
diving and do intend to dive the Red sea one day but that’s 
not yet as I also have to fund my wonderful daughter who is 
studying at Michigan university and what money is left I 
spend on my other pastime which is aboard my motor boat 
which is moored in Langestone harbour where I have been 
known to venture around the Solent but this has been 
hampered in recent years as I had an inspiration to replace the 
Mercruiser petrol engines (similar to club rib) with diesels 
which has proved to be an ongoing project since but things 
are moving forward and I hope to venture further afield this 
summer.
So, happy diving & roll on the summer……….Duane

P.S The club is fortunate to have equipment for all to 
use….Please remember to return it for the benefit of others 
and if something breaks make me aware – I don’t bite, well 
not hard anyway : )

By Duane Knight

Compressor Rota
I have included the updated Compressor Rota on the “What’s 
Happening” diary so there are no excuses for missing your 
turn. With all the recent Compressor Operator qualifications 
we have achieved in the club it is becoming less frequent that 
you will be called, normally only around twice a year so, 
please keep that in mind. “Please Contact Duane on 07900 
323087 before 6pm Thursday or arrange cover with another 
operator if you are unable to attend your appointed evening.”. 
So if you can’t make it for any reason please let Duane know 
who you have arranged to cover your shift.

Also “Members presenting cylinders for filling after 21:00hrs 
or later after the compressor has been switched off will be at 
the discretion of the compressor operator so PLEASE MAKE 
SURE YOUR CYLINDER IS IN THE COMPRESSOR 
ROOM EARLY”.

If you need you cylinder filled for the weekend please get it 
to the compressor room as early as you can else you could 
well end up paying £3 or more for an on-site fill. Free air fills 
is one major benefit of the club but needs your consideration 
in dropping off cylinders and your support in covering your 
shift.

If you would like to take the compressor operator course and 
do your bit for the club please let our training officer, Clare 
Barber, know or drop her an e-mail pooltraining@bansac.org

Photo by Dave Singleton 
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Name that fish

By Charlotte Boan

Can you spot the difference between a whiting and a pollack? If 
not, perhaps you should consider a BSAC marine identification 
course. Charlotte Boan reports
Most divers would rather use the proper name for a marine 
creature than refer to it as a 'whatdoyoucallitt' or a 
'thingamajig'. If only you could distinguish a lesser-spotted 
dogfish from a long-spined sea scorpion and not have to take a 
sneaky peek at the guidebook when your buddy questions your 
eyesight.

However, it's not exactly an easy task to name everything out 
there, especially when you look at how many marine creatures 
exist. According to the Marine Biological Association of the 
UK, three million of the ten million species on the planet live in 
the ocean. In the UK and Ireland there are about 75,000 living 
species - a staggering 40,000 of these are marine species.

Out of all the marine life that is thought to live in the waters 
around the United Kingdom, only about 8,500 are known or 
named species. It was in 1757 that the first British marine 
species was logged and today this process is still far from 
reaching a conclusion.

There's certainly no reason for a recreational diver to learn the 
names of thousands of different species, because we will only 
ever see a fraction of what's in the ocean. Most of us simply 
want to learn the names of those faces, tentacles, blobs and 
wiggly things that we regularly encounter underwater. And 
that's where the BSAC marine identification course can play an 
important role.
Run by the Marine Biological Association, the BSAC course 
offers lots of practical tips and short cuts on how to name fish, 
anemones or sponges. It's very much a hands-on course, 
especially on the first day where you get to delve into rock 
pools on a beach in Plymouth and collect samples to take back 
to the laboratory where the course is based. An optional dive is 
on offer to put theory into practice and the final day involves a 
visit to the National Marine Aquarium in Plymouth to finely-
tune your fish identification skills. 
Students have access to a wide variety of information, as well 
as the use of microscopes and reference books, and course 
instructors Keith Hiscock and Peter Messenger are extremely 
knowledgeable and will help you identify and investigate 
various marine species. Our group was lucky enough to have a 
guest speaker - fish expert and award-winning author Francis 

Dipper - to help us through the fish identification process. 
Despite her overwhelming knowledge of fish, especially in UK 
waters, Dipper's philosophy was about making things as simple 
as possible. Her latest book, British Sea Fishes, provides 

drawings, photographs and details to make identification as 
easy as possible for the reader.
This course really opens your eyes, not only to the variety of 
fish in British waters, but the assortment of other creatures to 
be found, big and small. What struck me most was how 
amazing and intricate life such as shrimps, anemones and 
worms are once they were put under the microscope. 

The course also focuses on the impact humans have on the 
marine environment and gives a few pointers on what divers 
can do to help raise awareness, clear up the seas and record 
rare species findings. 
It's a cleverly designed course, which begins with an 
overview of 15 species groups to show you what a broad and 
sometimes complex subject marine biology can be. It is an 
essential course for the UK diver who wants to identify more 
than wrecks on a dive. • Charlotte Boan attended the two-day 
BSAC Marine Life Identification Course at the Marine 
Biological Association Laboratory in Plymouth. For more 
details phone Peter Messenger on 01752 880400 or email 
peter@pmessenger.freeserve.co.uk

Give us a clue…
It's not as though you can ask a collection of fish to stand on 
an ID parade, point your finger and shout 'That one!' to find 
the one you spotted on your last dive. According to Dipper, 
you need to train your memory, start taking photographs and 
write down a few distinguishing features on a slate.

The FLEMMs method, short for Fins, Lateral line, Eyes, 
Mouth and Markings. This is an excellent way to identify a 
fish. Unlike with most tropical fish, it's hard to pick a UK fish 
and just compare the colour and markings to a picture in a 
book. They tend to be a lot less colourful and have less 
obvious markings on the body than their tropical cousins. 
FLEMM’s was developed 20 years ago by British illustrator 
Peter Stebbing and is a basic identification process, which is 
simple to use and in most cases extremely accurate. There are 
a huge variety of fish body shapes, sizes and colour, but all 
will conform to a basic plan, such as fin position. Just work 
your way through the following steps:
1 Fins How many fins does the fish have? What shape is the 

tail?
2 Lateral line This is the line visible on the fish body, which 

is usually in the centre. Is the lateral line straight or curved? 
Where on the body is it found?

3 Eyes How big are the eyes? Where are the eyes on the fish? 
If it's a flatfish, are its eyes situated on the right or left of 
the body?

4 Mouth What is the shape of the mouth? Are the lips of 
equal size, or is the top or bottom jaw larger than the other?

5 Markings What distinctive markings does the fish have? 
What colour is it?

Using this system, you will first be able to identify the 
group that it belongs to and then move on to the 
particular type. 

By Charlotte Boan
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I’ll Name that fish

By Shaun West

This is a method of fish identification I have used in the past 
but first a quick guide to fish anatomy, taking this as a basic 
example:

This is a very simple way of recording the detail of a fish if you 
don’t happen to have a camera or can’t manage to get a 
photograph.

Start by marking a horizontal crucifix on your dive slate:
          |
          |
          |
          |
---------|---------------------------

          |
          |
          |
          |
Then draw in a line to represent the first dorsal fin with its 
origin on the upper part of the vertical axis thus:
          |
          |
          |
          |
---------|---------------------------

          |
          |
          |
          |
Then draw in any other base lines and all the anal fins and how 
they relate to the first dorsal fin:
          |
          |
          |
          |
---------|---------------------------

          |
          |
          |
          |
Then draw in vertical lines from the Anal and Pelvic fins so 
they relate to the dorsal fins:
          |
          |
          |
          |
---------|---------------------------

          |
          |
          |
          |

Draw the shape of the tail fin. I.e. Concave, Convex or 
straight.
          |
          |
          |
          |
---------|---------------------------

          |
          |
          |
          |
Draw in the position and shape of the pectoral and pelvic fins. 
Note the Pelvic fins may be absent
          |
          |
          |
          |
---------|---------------------------

          |
          |
          |
          |
Draw in the lateral line if present paying particular attention 
to any curves or breaks. Eyes whether small or large and 
position and mouth and indicate if the lower of upper jam if 
prominent and a line from the back of the mouth to show its 
relationship to the eye: 
          |
          |
          |
          |
---------|---------------------------

          |
          |
          |
          |

Make a note on the drawing of the size of the fish spotted and 
note any barbs or isolated fins and habitat and location found. 
Also if the fish was free swimming or bottom dwelling, the 
depth spotted and any identifiable behaviour.

This fish identified above is a Pollock frequently seen while 
diving in the UK. The main identifying features:
o Prominent lower jaw
o Curved lateral line after the pectoral fin
o Anal fins origin near the middle of the first dorsal fin.

By Shaun West
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Change in your Committee

Ian has stepped down as the clubs boat officer and has been
replaced by Claire Wilkowski and Dave Singleton.

Dave will take care of the practical day-to-day running of the 
boat and Claire will take on the position on the committee 
liaising with Dave and reporting any issues that need the 
attention of the committee.

Any issue with the boat house, boat or trailer, like a wheel 
falling of, (Long story, hopefully covered in the next edition of 

in an article promised by Alice) please make sure 
Dave or Claire is informed ASAP.

Boat Officer(s)

Claire Wilkowski 
and Dave Singleton

4.6.1. Be responsible to the Club for all the Club equipment.
4.6.2. Maintain all Club equipment in good working order to 

any appropriate standard.
4.6.3. Define the uses for which Club equipment is suitable.
4.6.4. Keep a record of all the equipment owned by the 

Club.
4.6.5. Be responsible for the compilation and issuing of a 

compressor duty rota.
4.6.6. Produce an annual audit of all Club equipment to be 

presented at the Annual General Meeting.

Boat house Deep Clean

April 4th

Part 2

Thanks to all those who turned out to 
finish the club boathouse clean started 
back in December last year.

The task was well attended with both 
your new Boat Officers Claire 
Wilkowski and Dave Singleton, speed 
champion Duane Knight and racing 
tournament winner Clare Barber 
joined by Mike White, Brian Crocket 
and Dave White.

Stop Press: 

Thanks to Frank for organising a weekend course covering all 
the Dive Leader lectures, the Theory Exam and Oxygen 
Administration Award. 

Congratulations to the following on passing 
both the Dive leader and Oxygen 
Administration examinations:
o Philip Gulliver
o Paul Gulliver
o Axl West

And also congratulations for 
completing the “Assistant Open 
Water Diving Instructor” course at 
Stoney Cove on the 21st April go to:
o Clare Barber
o Graham Barber
o Dave Spencer

Acorns Publishing

Acorns Publishing is pleased to announce the publication of a 
new title by the prize winning writer, (Ex-BANsac member 
and frequent contributor). Jackie Williamson 

Illustrated by Lesley Hall-Wood, 
Memory Seeds is a collection of 52 
easy-reading poems and rhymes 

The cover price is £5.95
P&P £1.20

To order your copy, please email
acorns@acornspublishing.co.uk
or telephone 01348 831862

Please say whether you would like your copy to be signed 
and if so, who it is for.

52 pages Paperback.
ISBN: 0955737532
ISBN-13: 9780955737534 
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Nudibranch of the issue

Coryphella lineata

No common name I'm afraid.

Lovén, 1846

Phylum: Mollusca
Class: Gastropoda
Order: Nudibranchia
Family: Flabellinidae

Description

Corphella lineata is a slender species up to 5 cm in length. Its 
translucent body is white with opaque patches and bears 5-8 
clusters of approximately 5 elongate cerata along either side of 
the mantle. The digestive glands in the cerata are reddish-
brown or occasionally green and have white opaque tips. The 
oral tentacles and rhinophores are distinctly long and tapering. 
This species has numerous characteristic, longitudinal white 
lines on the body, oral tentacles and rhinophores. The front part 
of the foot (propodium) is notched and transversely grooved 
with moderately long tentacles.

Habitat

Coryphella lineata is a sublittorial species 
commonly found on its preferred hydroid 
prey Tubularia indivisa (AKA Oaten pipes 

hydroid see Februaries ), at 20-
40 m depth but reported to 400 m.

Distribution

Apart from the east coast of England this species is common 
around most of the British and Irish coastline.

Next Issue
 What’s on Calendar

o Details of local and national diving events
 Nudibranch of the issue

o Another little critter for you to keep a lookout for.
 Portland Weekend

Alice’s article on the dive weekend at Bovisand.

Coming Soon:
 Members qualification list

o To assist all those budding Dive Managers
 More “Your new committee”

o Personalised detail of your committee.
 Your article?
Something you want to share?

  Please consider the 
environment before printing 

this 


